An interdisciplinary problem-based learning project for assistive technology education.
The purpose of this paper is to describe the development, implementation, and outcomes of an extended problem-based learning project imbedded in an interdisciplinary assistive technology course. Students representing four health care disciplines worked together in small groups to address the complex needs of clients with significant issues regarding assistive technology (seating and mobility, augmentative communication, and computer access) and adaptive function. Problem-based learning was seen as a way to enhance the students' clinical reasoning and problem-solving skills and provide a "real life" treatment in a team experience. Formal and informal course evaluation results yielded qualitative data that reflected highly favorable impressions of the problem-based learning project, as well as suggestions for the future.